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ORIGIN PER-03 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 L-03 TRSE-00 FTC-01 /025 R 

DRAFTED BY CA/PAS/PC:BCRENN 
APPROVED BY CA/PAS/PC:BCRENN 
EB/CBA/BP: MR. LABRIE (BY PHONE) 

L/ECP: MR; BUSHONG (IN DRAFT) 

EA/J: MR BROWN (BY PHONE) 

BUREAU OF THE MINT: MLLONKAY 
PER/CA: RKFOX, JR. 

(BY PHONE) 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT :MLLONKAY 

053073 

R 142109Z JUL 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS STATE 165228 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: USE OF GREAT SEAL OF U.S. IN JAPANESE MEDALS 
REF: EMBASSY'S 8219 OF JUNE 20; 1975 

WHILE DEPARTMENT HAS CUSTODY AND EMPLOYS USE OF THE GREAT 
SEAL OF THE U.S, ON OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, IT HAS NO 
AUTHORITY TO GRANT OR WITHHOLD PERMISSION FOR THE REPRO- 
DUCTION OF REPLICAS OF THE GREAT SEAL; 

ACCORDINGLY; DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO THE EMBASSY TO 
APPROVE USE OF THE DESIGN OF THE SEAL CANNOT (REPEAT NOT) 

BE GRANTED. 

THE EMBASSY IS ADVISED THAT IT HAS BEEN THE POLICY OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OVER THE YEARS TO DISCOURAGE THE USE OR REPRO- 
DUCTION OF REPLICAS OF THE SEAL EXCEPT FOR EDUCATIONAL OR 
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GOVERNMENTAL PURPOSES. UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES. YOU MIGHT 
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SUGGEST; GOJ MINISTRY OF FINANCE WOULD NOT LOOK FAVORABLY 
UPON COMMERCIAL USE BY IAPANESE MEDAL MANUFACTURERS. 

FOR THE INFORMATION AND CONVENIENCE OF THE EMBASSY A COPY 
OF THE LATEST STATUTE WHICH INDICATES WHAT PRESENT 
RESTRICTIONS EXIST IN REGARD TO USE OF FACSIMILES OF THE 
SEAL IS BEING FORWARDED UNDER SEPARATE COVER; NOW CODIFIED 
IN 18 U.S. CODE, SECTION 713. 

THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT STATES THAT UNDER THE HOBBY 
PROTECTION ACT (PUBLIC LAW 93-167) PASSED BY CONGRESS 
ON NOVEMBER 29. 1973, AND IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS ISSUED 
BY FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION EFFECTIVE MARCH 10; 1975, ALL 
IMITATION NUMISMATIC ITEMS, INCLUDING MEDALS" MUST BE 
PERMANENTLY MARKED WITH THE WORD "COPY". UNDER THE 
STATUTE AND REGULATIONS, THIS MARKING REQUIREMENT APPLIES 
TO COPIES OR REPRODUCTIONS OF MEDALS REGARDLESS WHETHER 
ORIGINAL MEDALS WERE MANUFACTURED BY THE UNITED STATES MINT 
OR COMMERCIALLY; IMPORTATION INTO THE U.S; OF COPIES OR 
REPRODUCTIONS OF ORIGINAL MEDALS NOT MARKED PERMANENTLY 
WITH THE WORD "COPY" IS UNLAWFUL AND IS DEEMED AN UNFAIR 
OR DECEPTIVE ACT OR PRACTICE IN EOMMEREE UNDER THE FEDERAL 
TRADE COMMISSION ACT; 

TEXT OF ABOVE STATUTE AND FTC REGULATIONS ARE ALSO BEING 
SENT; INGERSOLL 
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